
 

Portable fire extinguishers are often our first line of defense against small fires and chances are you aren't 
too far from one right now. Like any lifesaving equipment you want to ensure that it is operable at all 
times so it will work when you need it most.  As an employer, it is your responsibility to ensure that all fire 
extinguishers are accessible, inspected, maintained, and tested so that they are kept in good working 
condition.  
 
According to OSHA, employers must perform a visual inspection on portable fire extinguishers at least 
once per month. While only a visual inspection is required, it is good practice to use a inspection tag to 
show proof that your business is meeting this requirement. Where your company has provided portable 
fire extinguishers for employee use in the workplace, you must also provide an educational program to 
familiarize employees with the general principles of fire extinguisher use and the hazards involved with 
incipient stage fire fighting.  
 

Fire Extinguisher Inspection 
 

• Confirm the extinguisher is visible, unobstructed, and in its designated location. To prevent fire 
extinguishers from being moved or damaged, they should be mounted on brackets or in wall 
cabinets with the carrying handle placed 3-1/2 to 5 feet above the floor. Larger fire extinguishers 
need to be mounted at lower heights with the carrying handle about 3 feet from the floor. 
 

• Verify the locking pin is intact and the tamper seal is unbroken. Examine the extinguisher for 
obvious physical damage, corrosion, leakage, or clogged nozzle. Dry chemical extinguishers 
sometimes require monthly shaking to keep the powder inside fluffy and ready to dispense.  

 
• Confirm the pressure gauge or indicator is in the operable range or position and lift the 

extinguisher to ensure it is still full.  
 

• Make sure the operating instructions on the nameplate are legible and facing outward. 
 

• Check the last professional service date on the tag. (A licensed fire extinguisher maintenance 
contractor must have inspected the extinguisher within the past 12 months.) 

 
• Initial and date the back of the tag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSHA CFR 1910.157 - Portable Fire Extinguishers 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.157

